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Mumbai: FYom June, railway
enthusiasts will again hare a
chance to wibress a "steam en-
gine" hissing its way up the
hills of Matheran. The engine
was last seen in Matheran's
hillsinNovember20ll.

It was pulled out of oper-
ation after embers ftom the
coal-fircd steam engine
sparked fire on dry grass along
the rcute. After the forest de
parhnent and locals objected
to the plying of the coal-fired
train, the Central Railway (CR)
has now found a solution to tlte
pmblem. "Instead of coal, the
newly modified steam locomG
tive will beflred by diesel," said
CR's divisonal railway manag-
er, Mumbai, Mukesh Nigam.

The modification of the
8-794 steam locomotive is be
ing carried out at Golden Rock

> The8-794Steam
Locomotive Engine oper-
ated on Darieeling Hima-
layan Railway till 1988

> The coal-fired engine
was broughtto the Parel

Workshop in 2010

> The diesel-fired engine
will arrive in May-end

Workshop, Tiruchirapalli, in
South Eastern Rai-lway at an
apprcximate cost of Rs 20 lakh.

"The steam engine has its own
charm and there were many
rcquests to run the services
though such locomotives,"
Nigamadded.

Despite the modification, it
will have the authentic sounds
of the steam whistle. The en-
gine will also get a fresh coat of
corrosion-free glossy paint.

The refirbished locomo
tive is scheduled to arrive in
thelast weekof May Thetrial
will be carried out for a few
days after which the locomo-
tive will be pressed into service
in June. The train will be run
only as a chartered service. It
willbeableto pull three coach-
es. The tariff is yet to be final-
ized. An offrcial said, "Due to
huge demand, we decided to re
inüoduce the service."


